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NEWS & VIEWS
Your Voice in Our Community

Message from our Presidents
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the SpringFarm
Ratepayers Association (SFRA) newsletter. A special
thank you to our volunteer Communications
Committee, lead by Shira Rocklin, who have worked
very hard to develop our bi-annual newsletter, to
better communicate with the more than 8,500
households in our catchment area.

In Ward 5 Councillor Alan Shefman’s own words,
“The SFRA is the most effective ratepayers group in
all of Vaughan.” We intend to keep that title!
The SFRA has no paid staff and works with a very
slim budget from donations, so all of our work
requires dedicated volunteers to stay informed, get
involved, and make a difference in their community.
Our contact information is on page eight. Let us
know about the issues that are important to you and
how you can help; take a few minutes, contact us
and get involved. We all have very busy lives, but
please remember, this is our community and we
have the power to make it better.
We need more input and interest from local
residents!
Regards,
Pamela Taraday-Levy & Jordan Max, Co-Presidents

The SFRA, registered with the City of Vaughan,
represents the ideas and concerns of those who live
within our boundaries: west from Yonge St. to east
of Bathurst St. and from north of Steeles Ave. to
south of Centre St. The SFRA is the largest
residents' association in Vaughan. We have an
elected executive and hold annual general meetings,
in addition to our email updates, bi-annual
newsletter and Facebook presence.
The number of new development proposals being
submitted to the city of Vaughan is a key issue that
affects our community. When these proposals are
deemed inappropriate by the community, we work
with all the parties involved to try to come to a
resolution. For example, we worked with our Ward 5
councillor, Vaughan and RioCan to find a
compromise to the Sobey’s Plaza (SpringFarm
Marketplace) proposal. Read about the successful
outcome on page five.
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For Your Information
The SpringFarm Ratepayers Association is an
apolitical organization that does not support
any candidate running for election. We no not
publish promotional material or accept
advertising from any candidate.
Recently, questions were raised about one of
the articles in our newsletter, specifically a
community update from a current elected
official. We contacted the Vaughan City
Clerk’s Office to confirm what can and cannot
be published during an election campaign.
This is what we were told: “…there is nothing
prohibiting a ratepayers association from
printing or publishing community updates
from a current elected official, including the
local councillor in their capacity as a current
public official and not as a candidate. This
form of communication would not constitute a
third-party advertisement as defined by the
Municipal Elections Act, 1996."
Therefore, we hope you will appreciate the
community update from sitting Ward 5
Councillor Alan Shefman.
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Alan Shefman's Ward 5 Update
BY ALAN SHEFMAN, WARD 5 COUNCILOR

Development planning in Vaughan is a complex
process and in the past, members of the community
had little input. That is not acceptable and needed to
change.
We, the residents of Thornhill’s Ward 5, are
concerned about the type and quality of
development that takes place in our community. One
of my commitments is that residents will have a
voice in whatever development is being proposed.
I found that residents were having difficulty
understanding how to get involved and as your
member of Council, your input is important to me. To
encourage community involvement, I wrote a
brochure that outlines the step by step planning
process. It is available at:
https://tinyurl.com/m9oxsn5
Whenever I meet with developers, I insist that they
hold a public meeting prior to any submission to the
City. It has been my experience that there is a
greater opportunity to influence change at this early
stage.
One of the most successful examples of this
initiative was the proposal to build a 20 plus storey
residential building at the Spring Farm Marketplace
(corner of Hilda and Clark).
I had strong reservations after meeting with the
developer and I asked them to hold a public meeting
to get community feedback. The community meeting
had one of the largest turnouts ever in Thornhill. The
message from the community was loud and clear the proposal was not acceptable to the residents of
Ward 5. The developer did not respond.

SOME OF OUR ISSUES:
Development proposals along the Yonge
Street Corridor and Steeles Avenue north
The Yonge Street subway extension
The Missing Link rail proposal
The Promenade Mall redevelopment
The Garnett A. Williams Community
Centre revitalization

Over a year later, with SpringFarm Ratepayers
(SFRA) taking a leading position, the proponent
submitted their plan to City Council. The SFRA
organized more than 11 deputations against the
plan and Council rejected it.
Ultimately the plan was withdrawn – a victory for
cooperative action and community consultation.
It is important for me to ensure that the voices of
residents are heard.
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Yonge Steeles Secondary Plan
BY PAM TARADAY - LEVY AND SHIRA ROCKLIN

The Yonge Street Area Study, begun in 2008, was
initiated to determine an urban design and land use
framework for the lands on the west side of Yonge
Street, from Steeles Avenue to Highway 407
(excluding the Thornhill Heritage Conservation
District), and on the north side of Steeles Avenue,
from Yonge Street to west of Hilda Avenue.

intensification to occur. The Mizrahi project, at 100
Steeles Ave. W., is a great example of a
development that will help grow the area, provide
more business opportunities and community
enrichment. For more information, visit
https://springfarmra.wixsite.com/sfra/single-post
/2018/07/26/2018-Annual-General-Meeting.

On September 7, 2010 Council adopted the Yonge
Steeles Corridor Secondary Plan for the area along
Yonge Street and Steeles Avenue. With major public
investments in infrastructure and public transit
expected in the area, this Secondary Plan provides
opportunities for intensification through the
redevelopment of lands fronting Yonge Street and
Steeles Avenue.
As the entrance to Thornhill, the Yonge/Steeles area
is an appropriate place for development and

Community Spotlight
Take a Book, Leave a Book
BY SHIRA ROCKLIN

Ever since the possibility of moving to a home with
a yard became real, I had loved the idea of
creating a Little Free Library.
I read about this movement of tiny book
houses several years before, and as a bookworm, it
just sang to me. As a graduate of environmental
studies, where I focused much of my studies on
community development, I especially love the
connections that small community oriented actions
can do to change the narrative of a neighbourhood.
As soon as we moved in, I began plotting my LFL.
Its a bit of a rustic (hack) job... but I got it built, with
some help! You can find it across the street from
Heatherton Parkette, which is located at Heatherton
Way and Jessica Gardens. There are several more
LFL's throughout Thornhill. I hope you'll come visit
our library, play at the park, and say hello to some
neighbors.

The rules are simple - take what you'd love to read,
keep it, return it or pass it on. Donate books that
you've loved, for others to enjoy.
To learn more about LFL's visit littlefreelibrary.org

Email: springfarmra@gmail.com to
feature your local project in our
Community Spotlight!
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Who and What is the SpringFarm Ratepayers
BY PAM TARADAY - LEVY

About four and a half years ago, residents who lived
on Brownstone Circle were informed that Vaughan
planned to put a “dry pond” in the local Gallanough
Park. In principle, when it rains, a catchment hole
should fill with water runoff to reduce flooding in the
surrounding area and later the water should be
absorbed into the ground. In fact, that does not
always happen. Many dry ponds are continually
soggy, attracting wildlife and are ripe with feces,
making the land unusuable. Ward 5 Councillor, Alan
Shefman, called for a community meeting to discuss
the issue. The room was filled to capacity with
residents opposed to the plan.
After the meeting, a group of residents were
skeptical that the message was heard. They decided
to form a group to represent area residents and rally
against the pond idea. They did deputations to
Councils and presented a petition with more than
3,000 signatures opposing the dry pond. Council
voted to delay the dry pond implementation.
Later, the community raised more issues, such as
traffic, flooding, park maintenance and parking,
to name a few. It was decided to formalize the group
into a ratepayers association, registered with the city.
A ratepayer association works on issues within their
catchment area. Relying solely on dedicated
volunteer members from the community for support
and direction, it receives no financing from the city or
region.
The group chose the name SpringFarm in honour of
the farm upon which the park and surrounding area
is built. The founding members developed a
constitution and other guidelines and called its first
annual general meeting in November. It was jam
packed. During the meeting the constitution
ratifiedand an executive was elected, consisting of a
president (Pam Taraday-Levy), vice president
(Sandra Zeggil), treasurer (Alan Smith), secretary

For donating this
space, so we can
share the SFRA’s
history with you,
thank you to...

(Raina Hodgin) and several directors (Sara
Martinez, Ed Gallant). Our current executive includes:
Pam Taraday-Levy (co-president), Jordan Max (acting
co-president), Shira Rocklin (secretary), treasurer
(currently vacant), Esther Bobet and Michael Ruskin
(directors).
At the beginning, the SpringFarm Ratepayers’ (SFRA)
boundaries were: west of Yonge to Bathurst and
south of Centre to the railway tracks. Later, we were
asked by the residents south of the railway tracks to
include their area and so the SFRA boundaries now
run south to Steeles Avenue. The SFRA is the
largest ratepayer group in Vaughan, with more than
8,500 households and numerous businesses.
The SFRA is successful only because of our
dedicated volunteers. They are involved in many
different issues, such as: communication, parks,
stormwater, Missing Link, traffic, and transportation,
to name a few. One person can make a difference –
you can make a difference. The SFRA is your voice in
the community and we ask you to join us and
volunteer some of your time and expertise. If you
want to be heard, let us know how you can help.
Contact springfarmra@gmail.com.

Cherry Cheese Cake
Crust: 1.5 cups graham cracker crumbs,
4 tbsp soft butter or margarine, 1 tsp
cinnamon, 2 tbsp sugar
Filling: 3 packages cream cheese at room
temperature, 4 eggs, 1 cup white sugar
Topping: 1 pint sour cream or greek yogurt, An extra 4 tbsp of sugar,
1 tsp vanilla, 1 tin of pie filling, or make your own
Combine crust ingredients. Press into a springform pan, bottom and
part way up sides. Bake at 350F for about 15-20 minutes or until
brown. Let cool.
Mix all filling the ingredients together until the filling is smooth. Pour
gently into the crust. Bake at 350F for about 45-50 minutes. When
done, the sides will be fairly solid and the centre will still be a bit jiggly.
The top should not be cracked. Let cool for 10 - 15 minutes. While
waiting, turn up oven to 400F.
For the topping, mix the pint of sour cream (yogurt), sugar and vanilla
together until smooth. Spoon sour cream mixture gently onto cheese
cake filling and bake at 400F for 10 minutes.
Cool and place in fridge over night. Next day, top with cherry pie filling
and cool again for about an hour. Serve and enjoy.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
JULES WINTROBE
Recently, I volunteered
at the SFRA Annual
General Meeting and the
SFRA table at Ward 5
City Councillor Alan
Shefman’s annual picnic
event. I found these
experiences to be
interesting, informative
and fun.
Volunteering for the SFRA is a great way to
lend support, to learn about issues in our
neighbourhood, to get to know the decision
makers in my community, my city councillor
and share my opinions with them, along with
making new friends, running into old friends
and neighbours. At the picnic, I had a great
chat with a friend I hadn’t seen in a while, and
made two new acquaintances.
Helping out with the SRFA makes me feel
more involved in my community, and I like
that. I’m sure I will continue to enjoy helping to
make a difference, creating awareness about
issues, and having more control over decisions
that affect daily life in our neighbourhood.

SpringFarm Plaza Update
BY MICHAEL RUSKIN

After a long and very intense opposition by the
SFRA, representing the interests of all residents in
the area, to the then proposed development of a
high rise condominium building along the East
perimeter of the plaza, the owners of the plaza,
RioCan withdrew their plans and publicly informed
the SFRA members at the AGM in 2017 that they
were intending to build only a single story retail
store, on the North East corner of the property.
At this time no plans have been filed with the City
and it would appear that the project is currently on
hold. The SFRA continues to monitor the situation
and will provide updates as and when
appropriate.

Without You, We're Nothing
BY ESTHER BOBET

Volunteers are the foundation of the SFRA. Every
person who works with the SFRA donates their time
and efforts because they are committed to a healthy
and vibrant SpringFarm Community. Because of the
hard work of our volunteers, we presented a 2400+
signature petition to Vaughan City Council objecting
to RioCan’s proposed redevelopment of the Sobey’s
Plaza, promoted the SFRA at various events in our
community, followed the issues, engaged
governments and businesses and kept community
members informed. The skills, expertise, enthusiasm
and energy these people voluntarily donate to the
SFRA make them our most precious asset. The
SFRA volunteers truly make a difference in our
community. If you want to make a difference in the
SpringFarm Community, volunteer for the SFRA!
People interested in becoming volunteers should
send their contact info to springfarmra@gmail.com.
If they have special skills or preferences as to what
they would like to do, they should also indicate this
in their email message. We welcome anyone who
wants to be involved - the only requisite
qualifications are enthusiasm and dedication.

SPRINGFARM RATEPAYERS
ASSOCIATION

NEWS & VIEWS

From the House of Commons
BY HON. PETER KENT, P.C., MP

The House of Commons (HOC) opened the fall
Parliament sitting on Monday, September 17th. One
of the important issues is, after three months on the
sidelines of NAFTA negotiations, Canada is back at
the table. The future of the North American Free
Trade Agreement remains highly uncertain while
U.S. tariffs and Canadian retaliatory tariffs on steel
and aluminum continue. Thornhill manufacturers are
sounding alarms – not only about layoffs and
suspension of production and sales, but uncertainty
and the possibility of permanent job losses. Prime
Minister Trudeau’s government promise of
compensation and exemptions have not materialized
and we will have many questions when House and
Committee proceedings resume.
Another of the Prime Minister’s promises, “the Trans
Mountain Pipeline WILL be built” is not
materializing. The Liberal government spent 4.5
billion dollars buying a pipeline they can’t build. The
Trans Mountain’s project uncertainty has moved
many Thornhillers to ask about the Canada East
Pipeline.
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Also, high on our agenda is the Prime Minister’s
refusal to reveal Carbon Tax costs. Conservative
Leader Scheer promised, before the 2019 election,
his climate plan will meet the Paris targets without a
general revenue carbon tax. As well, in recent
conversations with Thornhillers, I heard concerns
about the Liberal's failure to offer effective remedies
for uncontrolled, illegal border-crossings with
millions already having been given to municipalities
and provincial governments for services and
housing.
Issues in my Shadow Cabinet responsibilities will be:
OL.1
lobbying, privacy, Canadians “digitalV privacy,”
and serious threats to Canada’s democratic electoral
process revealed by the Facebook/Cambridge
Analytica/AggregateIQ scandal. Our interim report of
the Ethics Committee is on the website:
http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42
-1/ETHI/report-16/
As my focus returns to House Of Commons business
in Ottawa, my commitment to Thornhill constituents
is front of mind.

Municipal Elections - Remember to Vote!
Monday, October 22, 2018 (Advance Voting Begins October 11)
Register to Vote: vaughan.ca/elections/pages/voter-registration.aspx
For more information about the upcoming municipal elections, go to
https://www.vaughan.ca/elections/Pages/default.aspx
Eligible voters may vote for one candidate each for
the position of Ward 5 Councillor and Mayor, for up to
3 candidates for the position of Local and Regional
Councillor (for York Region), and for one York Region
Public or Catholic School Board Trustee (depending
on which school board you are subscribed to).

Editor’s Note: As a non-partisan association, SFRA
does not endorse any candidate for any political
position. Residents are encouraged to attend allcandidate meetings and to inquire of and read
materials from current candidates.
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A Busy Summer at Queen's Park
BY GILA MARTOW, MPP - THORNHILL

I'm honoured to represent Thornhill in the Ontario
Legislature. As part of Progressive Conservative
government, our team wasted no time addressing
issues during a special summer session, which
include; helping to lower gas prices, reduce hydro
bills and sending a message to the world that
Ontario is open for business.
As the new Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister
of Labour, I took action to protect students and end
the York University strike by passing the Urgent
Priorities Act. Our government also passed the
Better Local Government Act to reduce the size and
cost of Toronto's city council and prevent gridlock in
York Region and other municipalities by removing
another layer of elected politicians.

Want to Advertise with us?
Our affordable advertisment sales go
towards publishing this newsletter and
our other publicity costs.
1/8 pg - $115, 1/4 pg - $220
1/2 pg - $450, full page - $875

We look forward to helping your
business become known to our
residents.
Shira Rocklin, Editor
springfarmra@gmail.com

We also established an Independent Financial
Commission of Inquiry, are proceeding with an
outside line-by-line audit of all government
spending and passed legislation to bring
unprecedented transparency and accountability to
Hydro One.
With the federally-mandated legalization of
cannabis set for October 17th, my staff and I
recently hosted a community roundtable to discuss
its sale and regulation. Representatives from the
Cities of Vaughan and Markham, York Region
District School Board, CAA, Insurance Bureau of
Canada, and others, offered their thoughts on ways
to develop a responsible plan for Ontario focused on
protecting youth and eliminating the illegal market.
If you have suggestions regarding the legalization of
cannabis or other government initiatives, please get
in touch by email gila.martow@pc.ola.org or follow
the progress our government has made delivering
on key promises by visiting www.gila.ca/progress.

Contact Us!!
Please reach out to us. We want to hear about your ideas.
www.springfarmra.com
springfarmra@gmail.com
SpringFarm Ratepayers Association

