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including values and activities such as participation,
involvement, valuation, being listened to, being wellinformed, collaboration, attention, sensitivity,
thoughtfulness, critical thought, constructive feedback,
and forming and deepening a relationship between the
City and its residents in a two-way street. The SFRA
argued that the role of an RA must be meaningful, not
“window dressing.” To that end, if the City actually
wants organized, well-informed and engaged citizens,
we argued that it needs to invest time, training, and
resources in its RAs. This is so that they both understand
what happens at City Hall, how and why, can better
represent their residents and contribute ideas and
solutions to identified issues, as real partners in decisionmaking, not just groups to be “consulted with." A report
to City Council on the Ratepayer Association Policy
Review is expected on December 10th, at which time
we’ll see if and how the City listened to our feedback.
In the meantime, we’ll do our part to keep you informed,
through this semi-annual newsletter, springfarmra.ca, on
Facebook and by email. You can also sign up for timely
email notices direct from the City Clerk at
http://corpcomm.vaughan.ca/, or Ward 5 Councillor Alan
Shefman, at http://ward5.vaughan.ca/ or follow Mayor
Bevilacqua on Twitter (@mbmayor) or Facebook.
Another way is to be become better informed on how the
City works and which department is responsible for what
– to that end, we developed a “Know Your City” series of
slides you can download for free from our website, at
https://www.springfarmra.ca/singlepost/2019/05/06/Know-Your-City. (The third set was
piloted at our last AGM in June, and the last set was
piloted in a well-attended public meeting at DufferinClark Library in July). If you’re really keen, you can attend
our monthly Executive Committee meetings, volunteer,
and maybe even contemplate joining our Executive.
How engaged you want to be is up to you!

Our affordable advertisement sales go towards
publishing this newsletter and our other
operating costs.

Your Voice in Our Community

1/8 pg - $115, 1/4 pg - $220
1/2 pg - $450, full page - $875
** prices subject to change without notice

We look forward to helping your business
become known to our residents.
Shira Rocklin, Editor
sfranewsletter@gmail.com
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A ratepayer group is an organization formed by a group of residents in a defined area who come together to address
matters impacting their neighbourhoods, such as traffic congestion, new proposed developments and safety concerns.
Some of these associations (like your SFRA) are registered with the City of Vaughan. Their rights and responsibilities are
governed by the City of Vaughan Registered Ratepayer Group or Community Associations Policy. Vaughan is one of only
five municipalities in the Province to have such a policy. Qualifying groups are required to have at least 25 members, a
Constitution or By-Law, and hold an annual general meeting at least once every three years. Once registered, they are
given geographic exclusivity, access to Council documents, advance
notice and standing at Council meetings, and reduced rates for renting
City venues for meetings.
Ca r i ng

But what value do Ratepayer Associations (RAs) actually provide to the
City and its residents? Do RAs make a difference in influencing the City’s
decisions? Why or why not? And do they support or replace the voice of
individual residents?
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Please reach out to us. We want to hear about your ideas.

www.springfarmra.com
springfarmra@gmail.com

This fall, to better understand and respond to the needs of the
community, including ratepayer groups or community associations, the
Show Me t he Tr e e s
City Clerk’s Office undertook a stakeholder engagement program in the
form of an online survey. Then they invited local ratepayer associations
E i g ht Ti ps t o S t a y Fi t t h i s Wi nt e r
to attend a stakeholder roundtable on October 3rd to discuss the
background review, including recommendations and opportunities.
Disappointingly, only 82 people had completed the online survey. A two-hour public forum was also held on October
10th to “present some of the key themes from the online survey and offer an opportunity for members of the public to
discuss questions designed
to further
ENTER
FOR Aexplore those themes.”

CHANCE
While attendance was
sparse, TO
PamWIN!
and I represented the SFRA
on the survey, Roundtable and Public Forum. One of the major
questions posed was fundamental: how to improve citizen
engagement in what the City does, and how RAs could assist
with that goal. At the Public Forum, the SFRA and other
represented associations defined “engagement” as potentially
Continued on page... 8
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Caring

David Sherman, New YRDSB Trustee

PAM TARADAY-LEVY, SFRA PRESIDENT

Our neighbourhoods are changing. Vaughan is no longer
a sleepy little bedroom community just north of Toronto.
Those days are over.

It is hard to believe that a year
has passed since I was
knocking on doors, putting up
signs and speaking to many of
you about our shared hopes for
public education. I’m honoured
to have your trust and support
in my mission to improve
educational outcomes for our
students - the future of our
community.

As residents it is hard to sit by when change is
happening all around us. Our city is growing and thriving
and that is not all bad – as long as the voices of the
SpringFarm community are heard and respected.
It is important that we understand and have input into
what is happening next door and down the block. But,
how can you find out what’s really happening?
Who will tell me? Where can I make sure my voice is
heard?
These questions and many more can be addressed by
your local Ratepayer association – SpringFarm
Ratepayers Association (SFRA). Who better to
understand our community than the people who live in it.
The SFRA’s purpose is to ensure that the views of the
community are heard loud and clear. We represent the
SpringFarm community (approx. 8,600 households from
Bathurst east to Yonge and Steeles north to Centre) and
work with all levels of government and their various
departments, developers and other groups to ensure our
community has a voice in shaping our community.
The time to get involved is now. There are going to be
new developments along Steeles and north on Yonge
(some very tall); as well as many other areas. The
landscape of our area in Thornhill is changing and you
have an opportunity to help shape the future of our area.
Why should you care? If you don’t voice your opinion,
you will have to accept what you are given.
Get involved – volunteer an hour or two a month. Help
grow our community and become part of the solution.
Contact SpringFarm Ratepayers at:

In addition to my role as your trustee, I also serve as Budget
Committee Chair. I am pleased to share that we have a
balanced budget, and through a review of our expenditures
to ensure responsible use of taxpayer funds, we have
identified a number of efficiencies while providing students
and our front line staff with the resources they need.
One of my key priorities is an ongoing commitment to elevate
public voice and transparency. As such, I have pushed for
widespread community consultation regarding the budget
development process, which is due to begin in the coming
months. I continue to promote improved communication with
school councils and clearer reporting of our activities, to
ensure public accountability. For all those seeking
opportunities for public participation, I encourage you to join
us for our Board Standing Committee.
Following through on my campaign promise to promote
better career preparedness among students, I continue to
advocate for ambitious targets and timelines, and ways to
develop a program with even greater participation and
outcomes. This is only the start; I look forward to the next
three years.

springfarmra@gmail.com
www.springfarmra.ca
With regards,
Pam Taraday-Levy

Gallanough Park
storm water issue
brings community
together
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Ratepayers and general
elections
Group
held

www.springfarmra.com

springfarmra@gmail.com

SpringFarm Ratepayers Association

SPRINGFARM RATEPAYERS
ASSOCIATION

NOV 2019
VOL. 3

SPRINGFARM RATEPAYERS
ASSOCIATION

NOV 2019
VOL. 3

Eight Tips to Stay Fit this Winter

Successful Opposition to Bill 66

LAUREN HANDLER, PHYSIOTHERAPY RESIDENT

MICHAEL RUSKIN, SFRA DIRECTOR

Do you find you become less active during the winter
months? Fear of falling on ice or simply the cold weather
and shorter days can keep us from venturing outdoors.
Unfortunately, decreased physical activity levels are
associated with a higher risk of falls. In order to lower
your risk of falls, and keep your heart healthy, it is
important to maintain your physical activity levels all
year. Here are eight tips to help keep you healthy, active,
and exercising safely this winter.

The Provincial Government recently proposed Bill 66 which
had a clause that would, if implemented, allow developers
to build on the Green Belt areas of Southern Ontario. This
includes the Oak Ridge’s Moraine and the Niagara
Escarpment. Both of these are protected by existing laws
put in place over many years by previous governments. The
Niagara Escarpment is in fact a World Heritage Site, which
tells us just how precious that part of Ontario is. Each
Municipality was given a very small window of opportunity
to decide whether or not they supported this and Vaughan,
as is their custom, invited public response at a special

Mall walking: This is a great indoor option to maintain
your cardiovascular fitness throughout the winter. The
Canadian Physical Activity Guidelines (CPAG) for
Older Adults (65+) recommends 150 minutes per
week of moderate to vigorous intensity aerobic
physical activity.
Strengthening exercises in your home: Your home
environment can be a great place to work out! The
CPAG for Older Adults (65+) recommends doing
strengthening exercises at least two times per week.
Core and lower leg strengthening exercises are
especially important to help prevent falls. Please see a
physiotherapist to find strengthening exercises that
are right for you that take into consideration your
goals, health status and any pain you may be
experiencing.
Balance exercises in your home: The CPAG for Older
Adults (65+) recommends doing balance exercises to
prevent falls. Please see a physiotherapist to find
balance exercises that are best suited for you. It is
important that your exercises are at the right level to
improve your balance.
Break up sedentary time: Stand up and take a few
steps at least every hour so you are less sedentary
throughout the day.
Indoor swimming: Participate in a water aerobics class
or join open lane swim hours at your local indoor pool
to get your heart rate up.
Get outside on pleasant days: Walking bouts as small
as 10 minutes can help improve your heart health.
Make sure you have good, non-slip walking boots!
Exercise at a community centre: Check out your local
community centre for classes, such as tai chi, water
aerobics, and more!
Exercise and falls prevention classes: If you have
concerns about your balance or posture, or just want
to be involved in an individualized, progressive and
fun exercise program, please contact us at Pro Motion
Physiotherapy for more information about our group
classes!

Yonge/Steeles Secondary Plan preliminary consultation with
developers re: high rise proposals
Promenade redevelopment
Yonge Street subway
Crestwood area residents
Tree replacement
Revisions to Vaughan's registered
ratepayer criteria and policy
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meeting of the Vaughan City Council. Each person who
wanted to address the Mayor and Councilors, was limited
to five minutes. The SFRA responded by delivering a very
convincing argument which stated amongst other things
that once this precious Green Belt has been desecrated, it
could never be put back. Almost any law passed by a
government could be later rescinded or adjusted, however

SpringFarm
(Sobeys) Plaza
development
proposal
defeated

Bill 66 was like breaking an egg, which, once broken,
could never be made whole again. We asked the City to
oppose the Bill in every possible way in the same way
that they would absolutely not allow a resident to uproot
beautiful trees in his or her backyard to clear space to
build a small apartment unit with a few apartments in
that backyard. We pointed out that the Green Belt is
OUR backyard, and no development should be allowed in
that space. There were other speakers, who supported
our argument and at the end of the meeting, we are
happy to report that the Vaughan City Council
unanimously passed a resolution that was to be delivered
to the Provincial Government stating without reservation,
that Vaughan was opposed to the Bill and would not
allow any development on Green Belt lands that fall
within its boundaries. There were other Municipalities
that sent similar messages to the Province, which
resulted in the relevant parts of Bill 66 being cancelled.
The SFRA is very happy that we were able to play a role
in influencing this important decision of the Provincial
Government.

Missing Link,
Yonge Steeles
Corridor,
Promenade
Redevelopment

Third issue of the
SFRA News &
Views Published
and delivered to
8500 residences

Wishing you a happy and healthy winter season!
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EDITORIAL

Dramatic Change Along
Yonge / Steeles Corridor

Show Me the Trees

land needs trees! Biodiversity results from a varied
landscape - which mown grass simply does not provide.
Much habitat has been lost due to these missing trees. It
would be to the city’s own benefit to plant!

BY SHIRA ROCKLIN

ALAN SHEFMAN, WARD 5 COUNCILLOR

The Yonge/Steeles area will see dramatic changes in the
next five to ten years. Not only will the Yonge Street
subway extension be under construction, there will also
be many major building projects underway.

This page is
generously
sponsored by...

Our own water catchment systems benefit from any
trees planted. They help with managing the flow of
water, holding it and slowing it down, reducing the
burden on our man-made water systems during storms,
reducing flooding. With climate change creating more
severe and unpredictable weather events, this should be
a high priority for the city.

The corner of Yonge and Steeles, the gateway into the
City of Vaughan, will be in transformation from a lowrise, dated, suburban configuration to an urban, high
density, architecturally defined district.
The roots of this change are currently being defined by at
least five projects on both Yonge and Steeles at various
stages of planning. Perhaps the most advanced is at the
north east corner where the landowners are
contemplating towers of 65 and 52 storeys with a hotel,
significant commercial and possibly office space.
The City is gearing up to ensure that the impending
development is well-planned and coordinated by
establishing a special Yonge-Steeles Task Force. I have
insisted that this body, similar to the one that has been in
place for the Vaughan Metro Centre, be created to
ensure that this very important area of our City supports
the best planning possible with the involvement of the
existing community.

The SFRA represents our community in
Vaughan from Centre St. to Steeles Ave.
and Bathurst St. to Yonge St. – about
8,500 households. We are registered
with the City of Vaughan, work closely
with our councillor, city departments,
and are privy to information about new
development proposals, parks, storm
water, roads and much more. We are a
very mixed neighbourhood – single
family homes, townhouses, apartments,
condos and many businesses, with a
variety of cultural and ethnic
backgrounds.

As part of the development of the Vaughan Official Plan
in 2010, a special study was conducted of the
Yonge/Steeles area. It was envisaged in that Secondary
Plan that significant high-density buildings would be
built with the most prominent at the corner of the two
major roadways. It now seems that that vision will
become reality. The plan also suggests that moving away
from the corner the height of the buildings will gradually
decline. High density will be contained south of the rail
bridge on Yonge Street and east of Hilda on Steeles.
While the old plazas on Steeles are going to be replaced
by new developments in the short term, with the renewal
of the car dealerships to the west, that area will see a
much longer period prior to redevelopment.
With rapid transit in development in the near future on
Yonge Street and imminently on Bathurst and Centre
Streets, Thornhill is undergoing major change.

www.springfarmra.com

springfarmra@gmail.com

To promote a strong sense of
community
To represent the collective welfare of
SpringFarm area residents and in
matters pertaining to the community
which includes measures to improve
the community, legislation and good
government.
To regularly seek input and direction
from SpringFarm residents and
collaborate with other relevant
associations and organizations.

SpringFarm Ratepayers Association

Four years ago, I moved back to this neighborhood and
into the same house I grew up in. Now with children of
my own, I once again highly value the parks in our area.
All the parks in this area have suffered significant loss of
trees due to an infestation of Emerald Ash Borer the
early 2000’s. On top of that, a serious ice storm in 2013
downed many more trees. We are staring at 2020 now,
more than 7 years after these trees were lost. Looking at
my own neighborhood parks (Heatherton Parkette and
Gallanough Park) there are more than 20 tree stumps
painted orange each year.

I no longer believe the boulevard trees are the issue
here. There must be some larger reason that the two
parks I frequent have had no trees planted in over 15
years. The city runs surveys and meetings for public
consultation, claiming to want citizen engagement and
input, trying to create a more balanced approach to
decision making, building community etc… and yet they
just don’t seem to care about this issue.
Have you walked your own local parks and playgrounds
recently? How many of your trees are missing? I’d like
to hear. As a concerned citizen, I would like to know if
other areas are experiencing the same abandonment
regarding tree replacement. Let me know at
friendsofheathertonparkette@gmail.com

After I moved here, I asked the city when the trees in the
parks would be replaced. The city responded that they
were addressing boulevard tree loss first, and then
would get to the parks - they estimated the fall or spring
for the parks. Every year thereafter, until 2019, I asked
and got the same response. The boulevard trees are
apparently never finished and the parklands we all have
a right to enjoy have been left bare. Not even ONE tree
has been planted at Heatherton Parkette, while at least
4-5 have been removed over the past four years.
Gallanough Park’s lost trees were huge and old,
probably providing significant relief to the area’s water
catchment capacity, and yet nothing new has been
planted on her rolling slopes.
As a resident, I am angry. Where has the tree
replacement funding gone to? Why have boulevard
trees been so highly prioritized (on private land) over the
needs of our children and communities to enjoy
communal natural spaces. Trees provide shade, they
improve mood, places to climb, sit and socialize. The
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springfarmra@gmail.com

SpringFarm Ratepayers Association

SPRINGFARM RATEPAYERS
ASSOCIATION

NOV 2019
VOL. 3

SPRINGFARM RATEPAYERS
ASSOCIATION

NOV 2019
VOL. 3

EDITORIAL

Dramatic Change Along
Yonge / Steeles Corridor

Show Me the Trees

land needs trees! Biodiversity results from a varied
landscape - which mown grass simply does not provide.
Much habitat has been lost due to these missing trees. It
would be to the city’s own benefit to plant!

BY SHIRA ROCKLIN

ALAN SHEFMAN, WARD 5 COUNCILLOR

The Yonge/Steeles area will see dramatic changes in the
next five to ten years. Not only will the Yonge Street
subway extension be under construction, there will also
be many major building projects underway.

This page is
generously
sponsored by...

Our own water catchment systems benefit from any
trees planted. They help with managing the flow of
water, holding it and slowing it down, reducing the
burden on our man-made water systems during storms,
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my own, I once again highly value the parks in our area.
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more than 7 years after these trees were lost. Looking at
my own neighborhood parks (Heatherton Parkette and
Gallanough Park) there are more than 20 tree stumps
painted orange each year.

I no longer believe the boulevard trees are the issue
here. There must be some larger reason that the two
parks I frequent have had no trees planted in over 15
years. The city runs surveys and meetings for public
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decision making, building community etc… and yet they
just don’t seem to care about this issue.
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other areas are experiencing the same abandonment
regarding tree replacement. Let me know at
friendsofheathertonparkette@gmail.com

After I moved here, I asked the city when the trees in the
parks would be replaced. The city responded that they
were addressing boulevard tree loss first, and then
would get to the parks - they estimated the fall or spring
for the parks. Every year thereafter, until 2019, I asked
and got the same response. The boulevard trees are
apparently never finished and the parklands we all have
a right to enjoy have been left bare. Not even ONE tree
has been planted at Heatherton Parkette, while at least
4-5 have been removed over the past four years.
Gallanough Park’s lost trees were huge and old,
probably providing significant relief to the area’s water
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Eight Tips to Stay Fit this Winter

Successful Opposition to Bill 66

LAUREN HANDLER, PHYSIOTHERAPY RESIDENT

MICHAEL RUSKIN, SFRA DIRECTOR

Do you find you become less active during the winter
months? Fear of falling on ice or simply the cold weather
and shorter days can keep us from venturing outdoors.
Unfortunately, decreased physical activity levels are
associated with a higher risk of falls. In order to lower
your risk of falls, and keep your heart healthy, it is
important to maintain your physical activity levels all
year. Here are eight tips to help keep you healthy, active,
and exercising safely this winter.

The Provincial Government recently proposed Bill 66 which
had a clause that would, if implemented, allow developers
to build on the Green Belt areas of Southern Ontario. This
includes the Oak Ridge’s Moraine and the Niagara
Escarpment. Both of these are protected by existing laws
put in place over many years by previous governments. The
Niagara Escarpment is in fact a World Heritage Site, which
tells us just how precious that part of Ontario is. Each
Municipality was given a very small window of opportunity
to decide whether or not they supported this and Vaughan,
as is their custom, invited public response at a special

Mall walking: This is a great indoor option to maintain
your cardiovascular fitness throughout the winter. The
Canadian Physical Activity Guidelines (CPAG) for
Older Adults (65+) recommends 150 minutes per
week of moderate to vigorous intensity aerobic
physical activity.
Strengthening exercises in your home: Your home
environment can be a great place to work out! The
CPAG for Older Adults (65+) recommends doing
strengthening exercises at least two times per week.
Core and lower leg strengthening exercises are
especially important to help prevent falls. Please see a
physiotherapist to find strengthening exercises that
are right for you that take into consideration your
goals, health status and any pain you may be
experiencing.
Balance exercises in your home: The CPAG for Older
Adults (65+) recommends doing balance exercises to
prevent falls. Please see a physiotherapist to find
balance exercises that are best suited for you. It is
important that your exercises are at the right level to
improve your balance.
Break up sedentary time: Stand up and take a few
steps at least every hour so you are less sedentary
throughout the day.
Indoor swimming: Participate in a water aerobics class
or join open lane swim hours at your local indoor pool
to get your heart rate up.
Get outside on pleasant days: Walking bouts as small
as 10 minutes can help improve your heart health.
Make sure you have good, non-slip walking boots!
Exercise at a community centre: Check out your local
community centre for classes, such as tai chi, water
aerobics, and more!
Exercise and falls prevention classes: If you have
concerns about your balance or posture, or just want
to be involved in an individualized, progressive and
fun exercise program, please contact us at Pro Motion
Physiotherapy for more information about our group
classes!

Yonge/Steeles Secondary Plan preliminary consultation with
developers re: high rise proposals
Promenade redevelopment
Yonge Street subway
Crestwood area residents
Tree replacement
Revisions to Vaughan's registered
ratepayer criteria and policy
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meeting of the Vaughan City Council. Each person who
wanted to address the Mayor and Councilors, was limited
to five minutes. The SFRA responded by delivering a very
convincing argument which stated amongst other things
that once this precious Green Belt has been desecrated, it
could never be put back. Almost any law passed by a
government could be later rescinded or adjusted, however

SpringFarm
(Sobeys) Plaza
development
proposal
defeated

Bill 66 was like breaking an egg, which, once broken,
could never be made whole again. We asked the City to
oppose the Bill in every possible way in the same way
that they would absolutely not allow a resident to uproot
beautiful trees in his or her backyard to clear space to
build a small apartment unit with a few apartments in
that backyard. We pointed out that the Green Belt is
OUR backyard, and no development should be allowed in
that space. There were other speakers, who supported
our argument and at the end of the meeting, we are
happy to report that the Vaughan City Council
unanimously passed a resolution that was to be delivered
to the Provincial Government stating without reservation,
that Vaughan was opposed to the Bill and would not
allow any development on Green Belt lands that fall
within its boundaries. There were other Municipalities
that sent similar messages to the Province, which
resulted in the relevant parts of Bill 66 being cancelled.
The SFRA is very happy that we were able to play a role
in influencing this important decision of the Provincial
Government.
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Third issue of the
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Views Published
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Wishing you a happy and healthy winter season!
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public education. I’m honoured
to have your trust and support
in my mission to improve
educational outcomes for our
students - the future of our
community.

As residents it is hard to sit by when change is
happening all around us. Our city is growing and thriving
and that is not all bad – as long as the voices of the
SpringFarm community are heard and respected.
It is important that we understand and have input into
what is happening next door and down the block. But,
how can you find out what’s really happening?
Who will tell me? Where can I make sure my voice is
heard?
These questions and many more can be addressed by
your local Ratepayer association – SpringFarm
Ratepayers Association (SFRA). Who better to
understand our community than the people who live in it.
The SFRA’s purpose is to ensure that the views of the
community are heard loud and clear. We represent the
SpringFarm community (approx. 8,600 households from
Bathurst east to Yonge and Steeles north to Centre) and
work with all levels of government and their various
departments, developers and other groups to ensure our
community has a voice in shaping our community.
The time to get involved is now. There are going to be
new developments along Steeles and north on Yonge
(some very tall); as well as many other areas. The
landscape of our area in Thornhill is changing and you
have an opportunity to help shape the future of our area.
Why should you care? If you don’t voice your opinion,
you will have to accept what you are given.
Get involved – volunteer an hour or two a month. Help
grow our community and become part of the solution.
Contact SpringFarm Ratepayers at:

In addition to my role as your trustee, I also serve as Budget
Committee Chair. I am pleased to share that we have a
balanced budget, and through a review of our expenditures
to ensure responsible use of taxpayer funds, we have
identified a number of efficiencies while providing students
and our front line staff with the resources they need.
One of my key priorities is an ongoing commitment to elevate
public voice and transparency. As such, I have pushed for
widespread community consultation regarding the budget
development process, which is due to begin in the coming
months. I continue to promote improved communication with
school councils and clearer reporting of our activities, to
ensure public accountability. For all those seeking
opportunities for public participation, I encourage you to join
us for our Board Standing Committee.
Following through on my campaign promise to promote
better career preparedness among students, I continue to
advocate for ambitious targets and timelines, and ways to
develop a program with even greater participation and
outcomes. This is only the start; I look forward to the next
three years.

springfarmra@gmail.com
www.springfarmra.ca
With regards,
Pam Taraday-Levy

Gallanough Park
storm water issue
brings community
together

Registered with
Vaughan as a First AGM
Ratepayers and general
elections
Group
held
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Continued from page 1...
including values and activities such as participation,
involvement, valuation, being listened to, being wellinformed, collaboration, attention, sensitivity,
thoughtfulness, critical thought, constructive feedback,
and forming and deepening a relationship between the
City and its residents in a two-way street. The SFRA
argued that the role of an RA must be meaningful, not
“window dressing.” To that end, if the City actually
wants organized, well-informed and engaged citizens,
we argued that it needs to invest time, training, and
resources in its RAs. This is so that they both understand
what happens at City Hall, how and why, can better
represent their residents and contribute ideas and
solutions to identified issues, as real partners in decisionmaking, not just groups to be “consulted with." A report
to City Council on the Ratepayer Association Policy
Review is expected on December 10th, at which time
we’ll see if and how the City listened to our feedback.
In the meantime, we’ll do our part to keep you informed,
through this semi-annual newsletter, springfarmra.ca, on
Facebook and by email. You can also sign up for timely
email notices direct from the City Clerk at
http://corpcomm.vaughan.ca/, or Ward 5 Councillor Alan
Shefman, at http://ward5.vaughan.ca/ or follow Mayor
Bevilacqua on Twitter (@mbmayor) or Facebook.
Another way is to be become better informed on how the
City works and which department is responsible for what
– to that end, we developed a “Know Your City” series of
slides you can download for free from our website, at
https://www.springfarmra.ca/singlepost/2019/05/06/Know-Your-City. (The third set was
piloted at our last AGM in June, and the last set was
piloted in a well-attended public meeting at DufferinClark Library in July). If you’re really keen, you can attend
our monthly Executive Committee meetings, volunteer,
and maybe even contemplate joining our Executive.
How engaged you want to be is up to you!

Our affordable advertisement sales go towards
publishing this newsletter and our other
operating costs.

Your Voice in Our Community

1/8 pg - $115, 1/4 pg - $220
1/2 pg - $450, full page - $875
** prices subject to change without notice

We look forward to helping your business
become known to our residents.
Shira Rocklin, Editor
sfranewsletter@gmail.com

YOUR RESIDENT ASSOCIATION'S

LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
Are You an Engaged Citizen?

Meet Our Executive

PAM TARADAY-LEVY
PRESIDENT, TREASURER

JORDAN MAX
VICE-PRESIDENT

JORDAN MAX, SFRA VICE-PRESIDENT

A ratepayer group is an organization formed by a group of residents in a defined area who come together to address
matters impacting their neighbourhoods, such as traffic congestion, new proposed developments and safety concerns.
Some of these associations (like your SFRA) are registered with the City of Vaughan. Their rights and responsibilities are
governed by the City of Vaughan Registered Ratepayer Group or Community Associations Policy. Vaughan is one of only
five municipalities in the Province to have such a policy. Qualifying groups are required to have at least 25 members, a
Constitution or By-Law, and hold an annual general meeting at least once every three years. Once registered, they are
given geographic exclusivity, access to Council documents, advance
notice and standing at Council meetings, and reduced rates for renting
City venues for meetings.
Ca r i ng

But what value do Ratepayer Associations (RAs) actually provide to the
City and its residents? Do RAs make a difference in influencing the City’s
decisions? Why or why not? And do they support or replace the voice of
individual residents?

Me e t Our Ne w S c h o o l Tr u s t e e
Suc c e s s f ul Oppo s i t i o n t o Bi l l 6 6
Dr a ma t i c Chang e s Al o ng Y o nge /
St e e l e s Cor r i do r

SHIRA ROCKLIN
SECRETARY

MICHAEL RUSKIN
DIRECTOR

Photos not available
ESTHER BOBET
DIRECTOR

ENZO MINGHELLA
DIRECTOR

Please reach out to us. We want to hear about your ideas.

www.springfarmra.com
springfarmra@gmail.com

This fall, to better understand and respond to the needs of the
community, including ratepayer groups or community associations, the
Show Me t he Tr e e s
City Clerk’s Office undertook a stakeholder engagement program in the
form of an online survey. Then they invited local ratepayer associations
E i g ht Ti ps t o S t a y Fi t t h i s Wi nt e r
to attend a stakeholder roundtable on October 3rd to discuss the
background review, including recommendations and opportunities.
Disappointingly, only 82 people had completed the online survey. A two-hour public forum was also held on October
10th to “present some of the key themes from the online survey and offer an opportunity for members of the public to
discuss questions designed
to further
ENTER
FOR Aexplore those themes.”

CHANCE
While attendance was
sparse, TO
PamWIN!
and I represented the SFRA
on the survey, Roundtable and Public Forum. One of the major
questions posed was fundamental: how to improve citizen
engagement in what the City does, and how RAs could assist
with that goal. At the Public Forum, the SFRA and other
represented associations defined “engagement” as potentially
Continued on page... 8
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