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2020 has been challenging for everyone. For months,
my colleagues at Queen’s Park and I have been
working around-the-clock trying to balance the need
to keep Ontarians safe from COVID-19 while minimizing
unnecessary disruption to business and day-to-day life.
All decisions made to-date have been in conjunction
with input from medical professionals, and are not
taken lightly. Recently, our government released a
new colour-coded method to assist specific sectors
with reopening safely.
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With new announcements and updates on support
programs occurring almost daily, it can be a daunting
task trying to keep up with the latest news. Thankfully,
my Thornhill team and I have always been at the
forefront of using new technologies to assist with
responding to constituent inquiries as quickly and
efficiently as possible.
This expertise, coupled with my medical background,
has been crucial to my new role as the Caucus Liaison
for a new government Digital and Data Task Force.
This new cross-ministry working group is charged with
streamlining Ontario’s digital health system to find
efficiencies and ensure our medical teams are working
as efficiently as possible. Lead by Treasury Board
Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy and the Minister for
Government and Consumer Services, Lisa Thompson,
we’re fortunate to have top tier medical experts,
including Dr. Kevin Smith - head of the University
Health Network - advising on this important initiative.
We’re all looking forward to a return to “normal” as
soon as possible. As always, I welcome your thoughts
and suggestions - please do not hesitate to reach out
by phone: 905-731-8462 or email:
gila.martow@pc.ola.org

Contact Us!!
Please reach out to us. We want to hear
about your ideas.
www.springfarmra.com
springfarmra@gmail.com
Facebook: SpringFarm Ratepayers

Coyotes in Thornhill
UPDATE FROM ALAN SHEFMAN, WARD 5 COUNCILLOR

Advertise With Us
We can only continue to serve
our residents with your help.
1/8 pg - $115, 1/4 pg - $220,
1/2 pg - $450, full page - $875
** prices subject to change

We deliver to over 8000 households!

Shira Rocklin, Editor
sfranewsletter@gmail.com

Concern has been raised about coyote sighting in
Thornhill and there seems to be confusion over which
branch of government has responsibility and
jurisdiction.
Ward 5 coucillor, Alan Shefman, in an except from a
letter to a concerned resident, has made it clear that
the provincial government is responsible for laws
governing wild life removal, including coyotes, and the
City is obliged to follow Ontario provincial legislation.
From Councillor Shefman:
All controls over wildlife including coyotes is through
the Ontario Wildlife Act. In fact all municipalities must
act in compliance with the Provincial legislation.
In my opinion the Act is very restrictive and not terribly
relevant or useful for urban situations. The reality is
that removal beyond one kilometer must be approved
by the Ministry.
Continued on page 7...
www.springfarmra.com

Yonge & Steeles Redevelopments:
Preparing for the Next Phase
JORDAN MAX, SFRA PRESIDENT

This past summer, the SFRA was suddenly informed
that council’s Committee of the Whole public hearing
would not be held in the fall as scheduled, but on July
13th. With only three weeks to prepare for not only
one, but two sets of deputations, our Crestwood
Committee worked intensively to draft and revise
written submissions and to rehearse oral deputations.
SFRA also engaged the community to write emails to
the City Clerk’s Office to voice their opinions and
concerns with the proposals. As a result, more than
300 residents wrote emails and/or spoke at the July
13th meeting.
The main points made by our members included the
following:
The Mizrahi and Salz proposals contravene the
Secondary Plan approved by Vaughan Council in
2010 by more than double in both height and
density, with no evidence supplied to justify these
increases. Continued on page 4...
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As Thornhill residents cope with a resurgence of COVID
infection numbers, I’m grateful for this opportunity to
offer an update on the gradual restoration of services
by staff at our new constituency office at 1118 Centre
Street, Unit 23 (near Magen Meats, Grodzinski Bakery
and the former Beer Store location).
I want to thank the staff – Judith, Braydon, Perri-Anne
and Beverly – for maintaining reduced, virtual service
by phone and email during the spring lockdown.
And, I also offer my sincere thanks for the patience of
constituents as we worked to maintain service levels
with the range of emergency support programs offered
by various federal agencies.
The Thornhill Constituency Office is again accepting
passport applications and delivering documents to the
agency for processing.

At the same time, Service Canada requests that folks
who are not in urgent need of a passport or travel
document should wait until normal services are fully
restored.
We are still observing precautions recommended by
York Region Public Health and require appointments
be made by phone or email. MASKS must be worn
when single individuals drop documents at the office.
I regret that the office is not yet open for spontaneous
drop-in visits or for non-essential face-to-face
meetings.
But, again, we welcome phone and email enquiries
regarding the range of new programs such as the
Canada Recovery Benefit, the Canada Sickness
Recovery Benefit and the Canada Caregiver Recovery
Benefit.

The SFRA represents our community in Vaughan
from Centre St. to Steeles Ave. and Bathurst St.
to Yonge St. – about 8,500 households. We are
registered with the City of Vaughan, work closely
with our councillor, city departments, and are
privy to information about new development
proposals, parks, storm water, roads and much
more. We are a very mixed neighbourhood –
single family homes, townhouses, apartments,
condos and many businesses, with a variety of
cultural and ethnic backgrounds.

To promote a strong sense of community
To represent the collective welfare of
SpringFarm area residents and in matters
pertaining to the community which includes
measures to improve the community,
legislation and good government.
To regularly seek input and direction from
SpringFarm residents and collaborate with
other relevant associations and organizations.

www.springfarmra.com
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And an update from Alan in regard to the recent news
of bite victims:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE...

Of course then the problem is twofold: first, where do
you take a captured animal? I am sure our friends in
Markham or Barrie, or almost anywhere would not
allow us to dump a coyote in their jurisdiction. As
well, when you remove a coyote - they are territorial very often two or three others, seeing an opportunity
to take over in that area - the problem may in fact get
worse.

“In fact, there was a recent incident in the Rutherford
Road and Dufferin area where three people were
nipped by a coyote demanding food. Animals
Services investigated and discovered that the animal
had been hand fed by a resident resulting in this
aggressive food related behaviour. In response the
coyote was trapped and euthanized. “

As for a bit of context, coyotes are an increasing
common problem throughout North America. These
are pretty smart animals that have figured out that
it's a better life in a nice urban neighourhood (with all
that easily attainable human waste around) than
fighting it out in the forest somewhere.
But like most natural things there may be some hope
that the local coyote population will decline and
revert to its normal numbers in the upcoming months
(the woodlot near the library is a natural habitat for
them as is the Don River Valley area just to the west of
Dufferin). It seems that there was a significant
increase in the rabbit population earlier this year,
hence the increased number of their natural
predators.
Currently we are patrolling the area on a regular basis
and where we confront an animal, attempting to haze
it - considered by experts to be the most effective way
to intimidate the animals to the point that they do
not feel comfortable in a particular environment.
Finally while there are a variety of rumours circulating
there have been no attacks on humans in this area In
fact attacks on humans are very rare. People who
claimed that they were "chased" were most likely
exaggerating their experience as they turned and ran
away when they saw one of the animals - exactly what
we are told NOT to do. If you see one, and you don't
have a noise maker on you, you can shout at it, then
turn and walk away. Their main interest in you as a
large object is as a potential provider of food. If you
are not offering, they have no interest in you.

www.springfarmra.com
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A new neighbourhood social media tool has
become popular in our neighbourhood! There
is a lively online community of 1494 of your
neighbours and growing!

springfarmra@gmail.com

Visit NextDoor.ca to join the
Crestwood-SpringFarm-Yorkhill
neighbourhood.
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COVID-19 Best Practices
to keep us all safe and healthy
ESTHER BOBET

JORDAN MAX
PRESIDENT
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ENZO MINGHELLA
DIRECTOR
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The Second Wave of the Covid-19 pandemic is upon us.
Now, more than ever, it is important to be vigilant and
maintain the health and safety protocols set out by
York Region to protect us. Each of us has a
responsibility to protect ourselves and those around us
by following these simple rules:
Stay home as much as possible
Practice physical distancing with anyone outside
of your social circle by staying 2-metres away from
others when out completing essential activities or
wear a 3-layer non-medical face covering when
physical distancing cannot be maintained
Wear a face mask or covering when inside public
places
Wash your hands with soap and water or use an
alcohol-based hand sanitizer
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
Monitor yourself for symptoms of COVID-19 and
seek assessment and testing if necessary.
We were able to flatten the curve during the First Wave
– if we stay the course, we can do it again!
The Second Wave has arrived
Do these things to survive
Wear a mask, wash your hands
Six feet apart wherever you stand
And we’ll all get through this alive
To all our friends in the SpringFarm Community,
Stay Safe and Healthy!

DAVID SLOTNICK
DIRECTOR

ROBERTO HAUSMAN
DIRECTOR

The SFRA executive wish you
and your family the very best
during this stressful time.
Please stay safe.

www.springfarmra.com
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Mission Statement: To create opportunities for adults with cognitive and/or physical disabilities so that they may
participate fully in the community and enjoy a dignified and meaningful quality of life.
SUSIE SOKOL

Students with disabilities can attend school until they
are 21 years old and after that, there are few options.
We established DANI, developing and nurturing
independence, to help these young adults transition
into adulthood.

businesses. Unfortunately, during this pandemic, we
are limited to catering (COR, CY) and holiday gifts.
We invite you to explore our website, dani-toronto.com
and learn more about our participants and our hub of
activity.

Presently, DANI has 2 sites. The Clark site is in western
wing of Garnet A. Williams Community Centre across
from our greenhouse and both sites have a vibrant and
unique day program. The curriculum includes
journalism, art, drama, literacy, holidays, book study,
yoga, music and more; while reinforcing learned skills
and teaching new essential daily and vocational skills.
Individual goals and objectives that practically lead to
possible employment and as much independence as
feasible are created by the staff, adult and family
together.
Students attend evening and Sunday recreational
programs. Annually, DANI holds successful themed art
shows and produces a professional play at the theatre.
Our Supported Employment Program advocates for
our participants who are motivated in working.
A robust Social Enterprise was created to strengthen
abilities, while bringing in revenue and community
connections. In typical times, we offered many thriving
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The combined total number of proposed
residential units is 3,845, resulting in 10,400 new
residents in an already congested and underserviced area. Combined with two other proposed
and anticipated projects, 20,000 new residents
would join a neighbourhood with a population of
less than 1,000 people.
SFRA found the supporting studies filled with
misleading assumptions and faulty
methodologies.
The 10 proposed residential towers in the two
projects, ranging from 16 to 54 storeys, together,
will cast shadows as far north as the railway tracks,
leaving much of the area cold and dark, and
reduce the quality of life for both current and
future residents.
Local community services (schools, parks,
libraries, community centres) are currently vastly
under-serviced and the proposals make no
attempt to address those needs for current
residents and the projected 20,000 new residents.
The developers propose to extend Royal Palm
from Hilda to Yonge, but not to build it until much
later, leading to additional construction chaos.
The projects are neither coordinated with the
existing community nor with each other.
At the end of the public hearing, we urged councilors to
not accept these projects separately, and offered to
work cooperatively with all four developers to create a
master plan for the area conforming to the Secondary
Plan requirements. Ward 5 Councilor Alan Shefman
announced his intention to bring a motion to Council
to initiate a Vaughan-Yonge Centre (VYC) Task Group
comprised of SFRA representatives, the developers,
planners, and Councillors to help prepare a Master
Plan for the neighbourhood’s redevelopment, which
Council passed at its July 15th meeting as the
Vaughan-Yonge Centre Working Group.

waiting for the Working Group to start. The Humbold
project proposal for 7040 Yonge Street/72 Steeles Ave
West is soon to be submitted to the City.
Humbold held a virtual public Open House on October
15th, and we arranged for our Crestwood Committee to
meet with them on October 21st.
While it is
noteworthy that they have attempted to connect the
project to the local community through more green
space and pedestrian pathways, Humbold is proposing
4 buildings in three phases, ranging from 38 to 60
storeys in height, with a density of close to 11. The
Secondary Plan allows for up to 30 storeys and 6.0
times density fronting Yonge Street and Steeles Ave,
but the space for the 38 and 44 storey buildings is
designated only for green space.

From SFRA President Jordan Max
I want to express my deep appreciation for our
founding President, Pam Taraday-Levy, who has
developed this association over the last four years to
become Vaughan’s most sophisticated and
professional ratepayers’ group. Fortunately, Pam will
continue as Past President with her wisdom and
experience. We have a strong team of both returning
(Esther, Shira, and Enzo) and new (Scott, David, and
Roberto) board members, and other dedicated
volunteers like Stacey Starkman, Brian Gerstein and
our Crestwood Committee members.
To my mind, the COVID pandemic has taught us at
least two things; the importance of community, and
the need to adapt and pivot to constantly changing
circumstances.

We are concerned that much of this project will be
shadowed for most of the day by the adjacent Gupta
towers, and we will anxiously await seeing the
submitted reports and studies.

Community: Connectivity means the frequency, quality
and depth of how we interact – with friends,
neighbours, relatives, colleagues, volunteers, and
others.

Where to from here? The next several months promise
to be more demanding for the SFRA, to participate in
the Working Group to represent residents’ interests,
and to comment on the Humbold proposal. We
encourage you to stay tuned to our email messages
and website for updates. We‘re in this for the long run.
Are you?
Late breaking news

Adaptability: We can plan and strategize, but issues
come “out of the blue” or go in unexpected directions.
To be successful, we need to adapt and adjust quickly.
We are facing an unprecedented four (and counting)
proposed redevelopments in the Yonge-Steeles area.
Working with the Vaughan-Yonge Centre Working
Group, we hope to create an integrated and realistic
plan for this neighbourhood, that balances local
residents’ needs with developers’ intensification plans
to capitalize on the future Yonge-Steeles and YongeClark subway stations.
There are other City
improvement projects underway, such as Garnet
Williams Community Centre, York Hill Park, bike lanes,

On October 30, a new redevelopment proposal was
submitted to the City for 7080 Yonge Street (currently
the Acura dealership's parking lot to the north), with a
20 and 40 storey residential building.
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While the City's planning staff is now reviewing the two
proposals to submit their reports to Council and the
public in the next few months, we are still anxiously
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Gallanough Park, and many others, that will ultimately
impact on our quality of life in this area.
Our board is a small group of eight dedicated people,
but we only have so much time and expertise to tackle
all of these issues. If any of the above topics (or other)
interest you, and you have some time, we want to hear
from you. And even if you can’t do that, please show
your interest in our area by signing up for our email list
(springfarmra@gmail.com) to stay informed and share
your local concerns with your ratepayers’ association.

New Beginnings: A Message from our
Past-President
During the past 5 years the SpringFarm Ratepayers
Association has represented our community members
at all levels of government, as well as with
environmental agencies and development companies,
to name a few. We took every concern and suggestion
seriously and before the Ratepayers took a stand on
issues that affect our community, we surveyed
residents to make sure we represented your ideas and
opinions. In every case we tried to ensure you were
heard by those who can influence change.
The SFRA is entering a new phase and it is time to
welcome new ideas. It has been my privilege, as its
founding president, to work with some very dedicated
community. I have stepped down as the SFRA
president and a new SFRA Board was ratified at our
Annual General Meeting in October 2020. I want to
thank the previous Board for its diligence and foresight
and look forward to working with the new Board as the
SFRA's first past-president.
With regards,
Pam Taraday-Levy
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The combined total number of proposed
residential units is 3,845, resulting in 10,400 new
residents in an already congested and underserviced area. Combined with two other proposed
and anticipated projects, 20,000 new residents
would join a neighbourhood with a population of
less than 1,000 people.
SFRA found the supporting studies filled with
misleading assumptions and faulty
methodologies.
The 10 proposed residential towers in the two
projects, ranging from 16 to 54 storeys, together,
will cast shadows as far north as the railway tracks,
leaving much of the area cold and dark, and
reduce the quality of life for both current and
future residents.
Local community services (schools, parks,
libraries, community centres) are currently vastly
under-serviced and the proposals make no
attempt to address those needs for current
residents and the projected 20,000 new residents.
The developers propose to extend Royal Palm
from Hilda to Yonge, but not to build it until much
later, leading to additional construction chaos.
The projects are neither coordinated with the
existing community nor with each other.
At the end of the public hearing, we urged councilors to
not accept these projects separately, and offered to
work cooperatively with all four developers to create a
master plan for the area conforming to the Secondary
Plan requirements. Ward 5 Councilor Alan Shefman
announced his intention to bring a motion to Council
to initiate a Vaughan-Yonge Centre (VYC) Task Group
comprised of SFRA representatives, the developers,
planners, and Councillors to help prepare a Master
Plan for the neighbourhood’s redevelopment, which
Council passed at its July 15th meeting as the
Vaughan-Yonge Centre Working Group.

waiting for the Working Group to start. The Humbold
project proposal for 7040 Yonge Street/72 Steeles Ave
West is soon to be submitted to the City.
Humbold held a virtual public Open House on October
15th, and we arranged for our Crestwood Committee to
meet with them on October 21st.
While it is
noteworthy that they have attempted to connect the
project to the local community through more green
space and pedestrian pathways, Humbold is proposing
4 buildings in three phases, ranging from 38 to 60
storeys in height, with a density of close to 11. The
Secondary Plan allows for up to 30 storeys and 6.0
times density fronting Yonge Street and Steeles Ave,
but the space for the 38 and 44 storey buildings is
designated only for green space.

From SFRA President Jordan Max
I want to express my deep appreciation for our
founding President, Pam Taraday-Levy, who has
developed this association over the last four years to
become Vaughan’s most sophisticated and
professional ratepayers’ group. Fortunately, Pam will
continue as Past President with her wisdom and
experience. We have a strong team of both returning
(Esther, Shira, and Enzo) and new (Scott, David, and
Roberto) board members, and other dedicated
volunteers like Stacey Starkman, Brian Gerstein and
our Crestwood Committee members.
To my mind, the COVID pandemic has taught us at
least two things; the importance of community, and
the need to adapt and pivot to constantly changing
circumstances.

We are concerned that much of this project will be
shadowed for most of the day by the adjacent Gupta
towers, and we will anxiously await seeing the
submitted reports and studies.
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and depth of how we interact – with friends,
neighbours, relatives, colleagues, volunteers, and
others.

Where to from here? The next several months promise
to be more demanding for the SFRA, to participate in
the Working Group to represent residents’ interests,
and to comment on the Humbold proposal. We
encourage you to stay tuned to our email messages
and website for updates. We‘re in this for the long run.
Are you?
Late breaking news

Adaptability: We can plan and strategize, but issues
come “out of the blue” or go in unexpected directions.
To be successful, we need to adapt and adjust quickly.
We are facing an unprecedented four (and counting)
proposed redevelopments in the Yonge-Steeles area.
Working with the Vaughan-Yonge Centre Working
Group, we hope to create an integrated and realistic
plan for this neighbourhood, that balances local
residents’ needs with developers’ intensification plans
to capitalize on the future Yonge-Steeles and YongeClark subway stations.
There are other City
improvement projects underway, such as Garnet
Williams Community Centre, York Hill Park, bike lanes,
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impact on our quality of life in this area.
Our board is a small group of eight dedicated people,
but we only have so much time and expertise to tackle
all of these issues. If any of the above topics (or other)
interest you, and you have some time, we want to hear
from you. And even if you can’t do that, please show
your interest in our area by signing up for our email list
(springfarmra@gmail.com) to stay informed and share
your local concerns with your ratepayers’ association.
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seriously and before the Ratepayers took a stand on
issues that affect our community, we surveyed
residents to make sure we represented your ideas and
opinions. In every case we tried to ensure you were
heard by those who can influence change.
The SFRA is entering a new phase and it is time to
welcome new ideas. It has been my privilege, as its
founding president, to work with some very dedicated
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president and a new SFRA Board was ratified at our
Annual General Meeting in October 2020. I want to
thank the previous Board for its diligence and foresight
and look forward to working with the new Board as the
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The Second Wave of the Covid-19 pandemic is upon us.
Now, more than ever, it is important to be vigilant and
maintain the health and safety protocols set out by
York Region to protect us. Each of us has a
responsibility to protect ourselves and those around us
by following these simple rules:
Stay home as much as possible
Practice physical distancing with anyone outside
of your social circle by staying 2-metres away from
others when out completing essential activities or
wear a 3-layer non-medical face covering when
physical distancing cannot be maintained
Wear a face mask or covering when inside public
places
Wash your hands with soap and water or use an
alcohol-based hand sanitizer
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
Monitor yourself for symptoms of COVID-19 and
seek assessment and testing if necessary.
We were able to flatten the curve during the First Wave
– if we stay the course, we can do it again!
The Second Wave has arrived
Do these things to survive
Wear a mask, wash your hands
Six feet apart wherever you stand
And we’ll all get through this alive
To all our friends in the SpringFarm Community,
Stay Safe and Healthy!

DAVID SLOTNICK
DIRECTOR

ROBERTO HAUSMAN
DIRECTOR

The SFRA executive wish you
and your family the very best
during this stressful time.
Please stay safe.
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Mission Statement: To create opportunities for adults with cognitive and/or physical disabilities so that they may
participate fully in the community and enjoy a dignified and meaningful quality of life.
SUSIE SOKOL

Students with disabilities can attend school until they
are 21 years old and after that, there are few options.
We established DANI, developing and nurturing
independence, to help these young adults transition
into adulthood.

businesses. Unfortunately, during this pandemic, we
are limited to catering (COR, CY) and holiday gifts.
We invite you to explore our website, dani-toronto.com
and learn more about our participants and our hub of
activity.

Presently, DANI has 2 sites. The Clark site is in western
wing of Garnet A. Williams Community Centre across
from our greenhouse and both sites have a vibrant and
unique day program. The curriculum includes
journalism, art, drama, literacy, holidays, book study,
yoga, music and more; while reinforcing learned skills
and teaching new essential daily and vocational skills.
Individual goals and objectives that practically lead to
possible employment and as much independence as
feasible are created by the staff, adult and family
together.
Students attend evening and Sunday recreational
programs. Annually, DANI holds successful themed art
shows and produces a professional play at the theatre.
Our Supported Employment Program advocates for
our participants who are motivated in working.
A robust Social Enterprise was created to strengthen
abilities, while bringing in revenue and community
connections. In typical times, we offered many thriving
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Coyotes in Thornhill

As Thornhill residents cope with a resurgence of COVID
infection numbers, I’m grateful for this opportunity to
offer an update on the gradual restoration of services
by staff at our new constituency office at 1118 Centre
Street, Unit 23 (near Magen Meats, Grodzinski Bakery
and the former Beer Store location).
I want to thank the staff – Judith, Braydon, Perri-Anne
and Beverly – for maintaining reduced, virtual service
by phone and email during the spring lockdown.
And, I also offer my sincere thanks for the patience of
constituents as we worked to maintain service levels
with the range of emergency support programs offered
by various federal agencies.
The Thornhill Constituency Office is again accepting
passport applications and delivering documents to the
agency for processing.

At the same time, Service Canada requests that folks
who are not in urgent need of a passport or travel
document should wait until normal services are fully
restored.
We are still observing precautions recommended by
York Region Public Health and require appointments
be made by phone or email. MASKS must be worn
when single individuals drop documents at the office.
I regret that the office is not yet open for spontaneous
drop-in visits or for non-essential face-to-face
meetings.
But, again, we welcome phone and email enquiries
regarding the range of new programs such as the
Canada Recovery Benefit, the Canada Sickness
Recovery Benefit and the Canada Caregiver Recovery
Benefit.

The SFRA represents our community in Vaughan
from Centre St. to Steeles Ave. and Bathurst St.
to Yonge St. – about 8,500 households. We are
registered with the City of Vaughan, work closely
with our councillor, city departments, and are
privy to information about new development
proposals, parks, storm water, roads and much
more. We are a very mixed neighbourhood –
single family homes, townhouses, apartments,
condos and many businesses, with a variety of
cultural and ethnic backgrounds.

To promote a strong sense of community
To represent the collective welfare of
SpringFarm area residents and in matters
pertaining to the community which includes
measures to improve the community,
legislation and good government.
To regularly seek input and direction from
SpringFarm residents and collaborate with
other relevant associations and organizations.

www.springfarmra.com
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And an update from Alan in regard to the recent news
of bite victims:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE...

Of course then the problem is twofold: first, where do
you take a captured animal? I am sure our friends in
Markham or Barrie, or almost anywhere would not
allow us to dump a coyote in their jurisdiction. As
well, when you remove a coyote - they are territorial very often two or three others, seeing an opportunity
to take over in that area - the problem may in fact get
worse.

“In fact, there was a recent incident in the Rutherford
Road and Dufferin area where three people were
nipped by a coyote demanding food. Animals
Services investigated and discovered that the animal
had been hand fed by a resident resulting in this
aggressive food related behaviour. In response the
coyote was trapped and euthanized. “

As for a bit of context, coyotes are an increasing
common problem throughout North America. These
are pretty smart animals that have figured out that
it's a better life in a nice urban neighourhood (with all
that easily attainable human waste around) than
fighting it out in the forest somewhere.
But like most natural things there may be some hope
that the local coyote population will decline and
revert to its normal numbers in the upcoming months
(the woodlot near the library is a natural habitat for
them as is the Don River Valley area just to the west of
Dufferin). It seems that there was a significant
increase in the rabbit population earlier this year,
hence the increased number of their natural
predators.
Currently we are patrolling the area on a regular basis
and where we confront an animal, attempting to haze
it - considered by experts to be the most effective way
to intimidate the animals to the point that they do
not feel comfortable in a particular environment.
Finally while there are a variety of rumours circulating
there have been no attacks on humans in this area In
fact attacks on humans are very rare. People who
claimed that they were "chased" were most likely
exaggerating their experience as they turned and ran
away when they saw one of the animals - exactly what
we are told NOT to do. If you see one, and you don't
have a noise maker on you, you can shout at it, then
turn and walk away. Their main interest in you as a
large object is as a potential provider of food. If you
are not offering, they have no interest in you.

www.springfarmra.com
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A new neighbourhood social media tool has
become popular in our neighbourhood! There
is a lively online community of 1494 of your
neighbours and growing!

springfarmra@gmail.com

Visit NextDoor.ca to join the
Crestwood-SpringFarm-Yorkhill
neighbourhood.

SpringFarm Ratepayers Association
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From Gila Martow, Provincial MPP, Thornhill
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2020 has been challenging for everyone. For months,
my colleagues at Queen’s Park and I have been
working around-the-clock trying to balance the need
to keep Ontarians safe from COVID-19 while minimizing
unnecessary disruption to business and day-to-day life.
All decisions made to-date have been in conjunction
with input from medical professionals, and are not
taken lightly. Recently, our government released a
new colour-coded method to assist specific sectors
with reopening safely.
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With new announcements and updates on support
programs occurring almost daily, it can be a daunting
task trying to keep up with the latest news. Thankfully,
my Thornhill team and I have always been at the
forefront of using new technologies to assist with
responding to constituent inquiries as quickly and
efficiently as possible.
This expertise, coupled with my medical background,
has been crucial to my new role as the Caucus Liaison
for a new government Digital and Data Task Force.
This new cross-ministry working group is charged with
streamlining Ontario’s digital health system to find
efficiencies and ensure our medical teams are working
as efficiently as possible. Lead by Treasury Board
Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy and the Minister for
Government and Consumer Services, Lisa Thompson,
we’re fortunate to have top tier medical experts,
including Dr. Kevin Smith - head of the University
Health Network - advising on this important initiative.
We’re all looking forward to a return to “normal” as
soon as possible. As always, I welcome your thoughts
and suggestions - please do not hesitate to reach out
by phone: 905-731-8462 or email:
gila.martow@pc.ola.org

Contact Us!!
Please reach out to us. We want to hear
about your ideas.
www.springfarmra.com
springfarmra@gmail.com
Facebook: SpringFarm Ratepayers

Coyotes in Thornhill
UPDATE FROM ALAN SHEFMAN, WARD 5 COUNCILLOR

Advertise With Us
We can only continue to serve
our residents with your help.
1/8 pg - $115, 1/4 pg - $220,
1/2 pg - $450, full page - $875
** prices subject to change

We deliver to over 8000 households!

Shira Rocklin, Editor
sfranewsletter@gmail.com

Concern has been raised about coyote sighting in
Thornhill and there seems to be confusion over which
branch of government has responsibility and
jurisdiction.
Ward 5 coucillor, Alan Shefman, in an except from a
letter to a concerned resident, has made it clear that
the provincial government is responsible for laws
governing wild life removal, including coyotes, and the
City is obliged to follow Ontario provincial legislation.
From Councillor Shefman:
All controls over wildlife including coyotes is through
the Ontario Wildlife Act. In fact all municipalities must
act in compliance with the Provincial legislation.
In my opinion the Act is very restrictive and not terribly
relevant or useful for urban situations. The reality is
that removal beyond one kilometer must be approved
by the Ministry.
Continued on page 7...
www.springfarmra.com

Yonge & Steeles Redevelopments:
Preparing for the Next Phase
JORDAN MAX, SFRA PRESIDENT

This past summer, the SFRA was suddenly informed
that council’s Committee of the Whole public hearing
would not be held in the fall as scheduled, but on July
13th. With only three weeks to prepare for not only
one, but two sets of deputations, our Crestwood
Committee worked intensively to draft and revise
written submissions and to rehearse oral deputations.
SFRA also engaged the community to write emails to
the City Clerk’s Office to voice their opinions and
concerns with the proposals. As a result, more than
300 residents wrote emails and/or spoke at the July
13th meeting.
The main points made by our members included the
following:
The Mizrahi and Salz proposals contravene the
Secondary Plan approved by Vaughan Council in
2010 by more than double in both height and
density, with no evidence supplied to justify these
increases. Continued on page 4...
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